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INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

UNCLAS SANTIAGO 1546 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, Cl 

SUBJECT: LO AGUIRRE NUCLEAR REACTOR GOES CRITICAL 

1 . SANTIAGO NEWSPAPER "CRONISTA" REPORTED THAT LO AGUIRRE NUCLEAR 
REACTOR WENT CRITICAL FEBRUARY 4, 1977. THE ARTICLE DESCRIBED LO 
AGUIRRE AS THE MOST POTENT NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTOR IN LATIN 
AMERICA. THE REACTOR WAS ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED AS HAVING A POTENCY 
OF 20 MW. EMBASSY SCIENCE OFFICER, THEREFORE, CALLED CCEN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LT. COL MARMADUQUE ABARZUA TO INQUIRE ABOUT 
THE POWER CAPABILITY OF THE REACTOR AND WAS TOLD THAT THE CAPABILITY 
IS PRESENTLY 10 MW BUT THIS WILL BE EXPANDED TO 20 MW WITHIN 

THE COMING YEAR "BY ADDING ANOTHER LOOP." 

2. THE CRONISTA ARTICLE STATED THAT LO AGUIRRE AND LA RF.TNA 
REACTORS COMBINED ARE CAPABLE OF PRODUCING ALL OF THE RADIO 
ISOTOPES THAT CHILE NEEDS IN THE FIELDS OF MEDICINE, AGRICULTURE, 
INDUSTRY AND MINING. MOREOVER, LO AGUIRRE CAN MAKE AN IMPORTANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF MATERIALS FOR LATER USE IN THE 
APPLICATION OF PLASTICS TO WOOD, STEEL AND MINERALS. 

3. CCEN OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN CONTENDING FOR SOME TIME THAT LO 
AGUIRRE HAS NO RELATIONSHIP TO THE ARMY ASIDE FROM BEING LOCATED 
ON A MILITARY INSTALLATION. THE CRONISTA ARTICLE DESCRIBED 
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LO AGUIRRE AS BEING AN ARMY REACTOR SOON TO BE TURNED OVER TO CCEN, 

A CIVILIAN ORGANIZATION. 
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